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Welcome
Welcome to Year 7 & 8 at Bannockburn College!

This handbook provides you with a snapshot of the learning journey 
through Year 7 and 8 at Bannockburn College, particularly for our new 
families who are joining the College at these year levels. We do 
recommend this booklet is read in conjunction with the Parent 
Handbook.

At Bannockburn College we believe that all students can learn and 
achieve success. We also believe that students learn best when; teaching 
is purposeful, learning is a continuum where students are taught at their 
point of need, the learning environment is safe and supportive, there is a 
collective responsibility for learning across the College, learning is in 
partnership with home and the community, and students have ownership 
of their learning.

Every child at the college belongs to a Homegroup with a dedicated 
Homegroup Teacher.  To support the best possible outcomes for our 
students the College is organised into sub-schools; Early Years (Prep – 
Year 4), Middle Years (Years 5-8) and Later Years (Years 9 – 12).  Within the 
Middle Years sub school your child will be a member of one of our College 
Houses.

BARWON BLUE

LEIGH GREEN

MOORABOOL RED

SUTHERLANDS YELLOW

Our Homegroups in Years 7 and 8 are arranged by Year Level within each 
House in their own Learning Community. The reinforcement of a positive 
home/school relationship for your child begins with their Homegroup 
teacher and daily Homegroup sessions. Your child’s Homegroup teacher 
is the first point of contact with the college either an email via Compass 
or phone.  Each House has a Middle Years House Leader, who also 
supports students.  Learning Conversations are held regularly throughout 
the year for you and your child to meet with their Homegroup and class 
teachers to review and set Learning Goals. 

At Bannockburn College we have a contemporary physical environment 
supports a collaborative and productive learning environment and a 
breadth of curriculum offerings. Our facilities include purpose built, fully 
equipped, facilities such as the Performing Arts and Physical Education 
Centre, the Design, Arts, Science and Technology building and state of the 
art ICT capability.
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The curriculum, based on the Victorian Curriculum,  is designed to foster 
intellectual, physical and social development in each individual child 
appropriate to their diverse needs, abilities and aspirations.  The learning 
program incorporates the skills required for the successful transition into 
secondary years and provides a strong foundation for future academic 
studies.

Bannockburn College uses Compass, a Learning Management system, 
which is our main communication channel between students, teachers 
and parents, through Newsfeeds and e-mail/messenger facilities.  
Students’ Learning Tasks are accessible via Compass and students can 
submit work, receive teacher feedback, and set and reflect on their 
learning goals.  Compass is extensively including to view your child’s 
reports and make bookings for Learning Conversations.

For further information please contact Robyn Anderson, Assistant 
Principal.
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OUR VALUES: CARE

Empathy
Creating and sustaining a safe 
and supportive community that  

is the basis for learning.

Curiosity
Demonstrating a positive attitude 
towards learning and a thirst for 

gaining new knowledge.

Achievement
Continuously striving for the  
best outcomes in all areas.

Respect
Showing courtesy and respect  
for each other and our College.
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Learning beyond the classroom
The College acknowledges the benefits of activities beyond 
the classroom, in terms of enriched learning experiences 
and the strengthening of relationships.

The College has an excellent camping program with your child offered 
the opportunity of attending camp in both Year 7 and 8. 

Excursions associated with subjects occur throughout the year and 
charges are specific to the length and location. Detailed camp and 
excursion information will be communicated leading up to each event 
via Compass. 

Sporting Carnivals, (swimming, athletics and cross-country) are a 
significant aspect of our College and House culture and fun days for 
everyone involved.  Your child will also have the opportunity to 
compete in College sporting teams during the year, competing against 
other Geelong schools. 

Bannockburn College, values and promotes student leadership. There 
are a range of leadership positions and opportunities in the Middle 
Years and we encourage students to get involved. 

There are a multitude of additional co-curricular activities on offer at 
Bannockburn College, these include Sports, Instrumental Music, 
College Band. Please see the Parent Handbook for information on 
these and more. 
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Learning for Life / Homegroup
All students in Years 7 and 8 undertake two sessions of 
Learning for Life each week, where they build their personal 
and social skills through explicit teaching of key concepts such 
as:
• Exploring emotional responses and how this relates to            
    behaviour
• Acknowledging and utilising personal strengths
• Valuing diversity within the community, including the  
    importance of empathy and respecting human rights
• Respectful relationships
• Managing conflict and developing positive coping strategies
Our Learning for Life program is based on the Department of Education 
Respectful Relationships initiative and incorporates Berry Street, School-
Wide Positive Behaviour Support and school-wide values CARE matrix 
(Curiosity, Achievement, Respect, Empathy) that are all underpinned by 
the Victorian Curriculum.

Active participation in a daily Homegroup session with their Homegroup 
teacher, and when working with subject teachers in other disciplines, 
enables students to put into action their understandings of the key 
concepts learned in Learning for Life to be successful learners. 

 CARE Matrix 
IInn  ccllaassss  II  wwiillll..........  AArroouunndd  tthhee  CCoolllleeggee  II  wwiillll……....  IInn  tthhee  CCoommmmuunniittyy//aatt  hhoommee  II  wwiillll……....  

CCuurriioossiittyy  Be willing to take risks in my
learning

Work independently and
collaboratively

Have a positive attitude about my
learning

 Step out of my comfort zone
 Take an interest in what

happens around the College
 Take opportunities to get

involved in extra-curricular
activities

 Explore to find my place within
the community

 Link my learning to the wider
community

 Find ways to implement my
learning in the wider community

AAcchhiieevveemmeenntt  Do my personal best
Know what we are learning and

why
Actively participate in learning
 Set goals for my learning

 Acknowledge and celebrate
achievement

 Participate in opportunities to
learn outside the classroom

 Seek moments of leadership by
setting a good example

 Demonstrate positive behaviour
 Continue my learning at home
 Share my learning goals and

achievements with my family/
friends

RReessppeecctt   Listen and participate actively
 Follow instructions
Respect others right to learn
Respect myself as a learner

 Manage my emotions
appropriately

 Follow staff instructions
 Wear correct College uniform
 Actively look after my

environment
 Put rubbish in the bin

 Wear my uniform with pride
 Be kind online
 Speak appropriately
 Look after the facilities and

resources in our community

EEmmppaatthhyy   Listen to others' views and
opinions

 Include others
Understand that people will have

different ideas and feelings
Own my behaviour

 Be an Upstander
 Help others
 Include others
 Own my behaviour
 Listen to others' views and

opinions

 Show care for others in the
community

 Be a positive member of the
community

 Model empathy in my
community

 Be considerate of the
differences within my
community
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Core Subjects
Learning For Life explicitly teaches the elements required 
to build the understanding students need to be successful 
in learning and in life. These elements include focusing 
on our CARE values (Curiosity, Achievement, Respect & 
Empathy). Learning For Life also encompasses the teaching 
of Personal, Social and Emotional Learning and Respectful 
Relationships through a structured programs, and the 
Capabilities that form part of the Victorian Curriculum.

Two sessions a week, in addition to a Homegroup session each day 
with their Homegroup teacher provides the tools required for your 
child to be happy, healthy, and effective community members.

Core
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English
Studying English encourages students to develop an 
appreciation and confidence in using language in a 
variety of oral and written forms. It is the key to effective 
communication – a skill that every learner needs to 
navigate the world.

English is designed to consolidate and expand on skills developed in 
earlier years of schooling in the areas of literature, language and 
literacy, and to develop competency in literacy skills for academic 
purposes and future careers. These areas focus on developing 
knowledge, understandings and skills in reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, creating and film analysis techniques.

Students will engage with a range of texts to develop their ability to 
analyse how they are constructed for particular purposes and to suit 
different contexts. They develop their ability to make deliberate 
choices when constructing their own texts in order to achieve different 
purposes. Throughout the year, students will consider a variety of 
topics which involve them exploring ways in which texts offer 
persuasive and reflective viewpoints, and how language can be used 
for emotive and aesthetic impact on readers.

Year 7

Students will respond to, compare, create and explore a variety of 
literary and non-literary texts, including:

• Comparing contemporary 
Australian texts such as Red 
Dog (film) with select 
Australian Short Stories

• Analysis and creation of 
advertisements and Letter 
to the Editor style texts

• Responding to a quality 
literary novel such as The 
Heaven Shop

• Reading and creating texts 
within the Myths and 
Legends genre

Year 8
Students will continue to develop their knowledge, understanding and 
skills to respond, compare, create and explore a variety of literary and 
non-literary texts, including:

• Reading and comparing 
Dystopian texts and 
comparing with films from 
the same genre

• Analysis of persuasive 
articles and the creation of 
an opinion piece

• Responding and analysing 
an Australian novel such as 
Lockie Leonard

• Reading and creating texts 
within the Horror genre
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Mathematics
Mathematics provides students with access to important 
mathematical ideas, knowledge and skills, in the areas of 
Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and 
Statistics and Probability. As life-long learners, Mathematics 
is used day to day in both personal and working life and is 
the basis on which further study, research and applications 
in many other fields are built.

Students will develop their understanding and fluency of these areas 
and extend their learning through problem solving and reasoning 
strategies, applying this knowledge to real life situations. 

 Students will be taught through a range of learning tasks and hands on 
activities to their point of need, including the use of Mathematics 
specific software that expands their skills, knowledge and 
understanding of:

Year 7    
• Financial Mathematics

• Sketching and interpreting graphs from first hand data 

• Using algebra to represent and solve real life problems 

• Measurement of composite and 3D shapes

• Solving problems involving the four operations with fractions, 
decimals and percentages

 Year 8 
• Number skills from previous years including solving problems involving 
the four operations with fractions, decimals, percentages 

• Exploring variables and algebra, and applying their knowledge of the 
number system to algebraic expressions 

• Using the Cartesian plane to interpret and analyse graphs of relations 
from real data, as well as developing simple linear models for 
situations 

• Exploring perimeter, area and volume of a range of different shapes 
and how to calculate them. Students will also use models and sketch 
shapes 

• Using a range of data from primary and secondary sources, 
representing this data visually in a range of different graphs. 
Calculating mean, mode, median and range for data sets to assist in 
the analysis of data 

• Probability of different events and how to determine the sample space 
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Science
The Science curriculum focuses on explaining phenomena 
involving science and its applications. Students explain the 
role of classification in ordering and organising information 
about living and non-living things.

Throughout the year, students will develop their understanding of the 
experimental method, as well as their skills in data analysis, evaluation 
of evidence, and the scientific process.

Year 7 
• Construct food chains and food webs to show relationships between 
organisms and the environment

• Recognise the difference between pure substances and mixtures and 
identify examples of each

• Use the particle model to explain the arrangement of particles in 
solids, liquids and gases

• Identify that elements and simple compounds can be represented by 
symbols and formulas

• Describe how the relative movements of the Earth, Sun and Moon 
explain how natural phenomena such as solar and lunar eclipses and 
the phases of the Moon occur

• Investigate the effects of applying different forces to familiar objects

• Compare and contrast data from a number of sources in order to 
create a summary of collected data

Year 8
• Identify and describe the function of simple structures within cells 
and a range of organs and their associated body systems

• Identify the differences between chemical and physical changes and 
identify when changes have been made

• Describe the role of forces and energy in the formation of different 
types of sedimentary, igneous, and metamorphic rocks

• Identify that kinetic energy is energy possessed by moving bodies and 
that potential energy is stored energy, for example, gravitational, 
chemical and elastic

• Investigate the energy transformation of various devices.

• Investigate how images can change when the arrangement of the 
mirror or lens system is altered and explain the spread and order of 
colours in the visible spectrum

• Draw conclusions based on a range of evidence and discuss methods 
used in an investigation with others including identifying possible 
sources of error

• Suggest improvements to investigation methods that would improve 
the accuracy of data recorded
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Languages
French
French language continues to be relevant for Australian 
students. It is the national language of 29 countries 
and departments, including Australia’s neighbours: New 
Caledonia, Vanuatu, Tahiti and French Polynesia. 

Students acquire communication skills in French. The topics covered 
include:

Year 7 
•  Introduction (numbers, colours, greetings, classroom instructions and 
routines)

• Moi (describing ourself, where we live, our family and pets) 

• l’Ecole (life at school)

•  La Nourriture (food)

Year 8 
• La Maison et la Chambre (the home) 

• La Routine Quotidienne (daily routines) 

• Paris (Parisian monuments and planning a pretend trip to Paris) 

• Le Sport (different sports and hobbies)

Auslan
Auslan is a new language program in 2021 at Bannockburn 
College and students will have the opportunity to learn it 
for one semester in both Year 7&8. Auslan is the language 
of the Deaf community of Australia. Students are provided 
with learning that is integrated, inclusive and meaningful 
approaches to language education in Auslan, for both first 
and second language learners.

Year 7&8 students will have the opportunities to:
• engage with the Deaf community and insight into its rich cultural 
heritage

• develop intercultural capabilities, understanding and respect for 
others, appreciation of diversity and openness to different 
perspectives and experiences

• develop knowledge and understanding of the diversity of Deaf 
experience and the nature of identity

• develop understanding of the role of language as an expression of 
cultural and personal identity, and supports shaping perspective
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Health
Health focuses on students enhancing their own and 
others’ health, safety, wellbeing and physical activity. 
Students develop the knowledge, understanding and skills 
to strengthen their sense of self, and build and manage 
satisfying relationships. Health studies help students to be 
resilient, and make decisions and take actions to promote 
their health.

Health Education covers food and nutrition, relationships and sexuality,
mental health, drug education, safety and online behaviour, and the
benefits of physical activity. A harm minimisation approach is adopted
across all classes where issues relevant to young people are
investigated and discussed.

Year 7 & 8
• Evaluate strategies to manage personal, physical and social changes 
that occur as they grow older                                                                                                                                        

• Investigate and select strategies to promote health, safety and 
wellbeing                                                       

• Develop skills to evaluate health information and express health 
concerns                                                     

• Examine the benefits to individuals and communities of valuing 
diversity and promoting inclusivity                                                                                                                                  

• Analyse factors that influence emotions, and develop strategies to 
demonstrate empathy and sensitivity                                                                                                                                   

• Investigate the benefits of relationships and examine their impact on 
their own and others’ health and wellbeing
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Humanities
Humanities is the study of History, Geography, Civics 
and Citizenship and Economics. Humanities provides a 
framework for students to examine the complex processes 
that have shaped the modern work and to investigate 
responses to different challenges. Students are taught 
through inquiry based learning, exploring, investigating and 
answering topic questions throughout the different units 
and will expand their skills, knowledge and understanding.

History
Students will study history from the time of the earliest human 
communities to the end of the ancient period. The study of the ancient 
world includes the discoveries and the mysteries about this period of 
history, in a range of societies including Australia, Greece and India.

Year 7
Students explore ancient civilisation society and delve into their ancient past 
and hidden secrets to answering questions to why and where did the earliest 
societies develop. They gain historical concept and skills to make decisions on 
the validity of primary and secondary sources explored in the unit. Identifying 
sequence significant events in chronological order to analyse the causes and 
effect and identify continuities and change.

Year 8
Students will explore the Histories of Medieval Europe and Japan under the 
Shoguns, answering inquiry questions such as; what were the causes and 
effects of contact between societies in this period?  What emerged as the 
defining characteristics of ancient societies?  How have aspects of Feudal 
Japan changed and/or remained the same over time? They will gain historical 
concept and skills to make decisions on the validity of primary and secondary 
sources explored in the unit.  

Geography
Students explore, analyse and understand the characteristics of the 
places that make up the world, using the concepts of place, space, 
environment, interconnection, sustainability, scale and change. 

Year 7
Students focus on the concept of place through an investigation of liveability. 
They  will examine why people choose certain places to live and analyse the 
impact that the movement of people has on liveability. 

Year 8
Students investigate ‘Water in the World’ focusing on water as a resource; the 
ways it is perceived and valued, overcoming water scarcity and its different 
forms, as well as the impact of floods and drought.

Investigating the nature of water scarcity and the role of humans in creating 
and overcoming it, including studies drawn from Australia and West Asia and/
or North Africa.
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Economics and Business
Through Economics and Business students explores the ways in which 
individuals, families, the community, workers, businesses and 
governments make decisions in relation to the allocation of resources. It 
enables students to understand the process of economic and business 
decision making at the personal, local, national, regional and global levels 
and the effects of these decisions on themselves and others, now and in 
the future. Students learn to appreciate the interdependence of decisions 
made and develop the knowledge, understanding and skills that will 
inform and encourage them to participate in, and contribute to the 
economy.

Year 7
Students explain the influence of buyers and sellers on prices and how markets 
enable the distribution and allocation of resources in Asian regions.

They investigate the ways consumers and producers respond to and influence 
each other in the market, particularly through price mechanism.

Year 8
Students Identify relationships and trends, and generate a range of alternatives 
for an economic or business issue or event, evaluating the potential costs and 
benefits of each alternative and the consequences of proposed actions.

Civics & Citizenship 
Through the study of Civics & Citizenship, students become active and 
informed citizens who participate in and sustain Australia’s democracy. 

They investigate political and legal systems, and explore the nature of 
citizenship, diversity and identity in contemporary society. They gain the 
knowledge and skills necessary to question, understand and contribute 
to the work in which they live.

Year 7
Students identify Australian values and how human rights are consistent with 
Australian values.

They examine how national identity can shape a sense of belonging and 
examine different perspectives about Australia’s national identity, including 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ perspectives.

Year 8
Students compare how laws are made in Australia, including through 
parliaments (statutory law) and courts (common law), and explain different 
types of laws.

They explain how Australia’s legal system aims to provide justice, including 
through the rule of law, presumption of innocence, burden of proof, right to a 
fair trial and right to legal representation.
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Physical Education
The focus of Physical Education is to create individuals who 
are focused on becoming fit for life. Students will engage in 
a curriculum which will give them insight into how to develop 
their mental, social, emotional and physical health.

Physical Education incorporates a number of individual and team sports 
which aim to develop students’ motor skills, fitness and tactical 
knowledge. Students will participate in activities including peer-teaching, 
and co-operative learning tasks. The aim of these activities is to develop 
leadership skills, confidence, teamwork and sportsmanship.

Because of the College’s firm belief in the importance of physical 
activity participation in this subject is compulsory. Students are only 
excused from activities with a signed note from a parent or a medical 
certificate for any ongoing issues. For many injuries, there is often a 
modified activity that students will be able to participate in to ensure 
they are gaining something meaningful from their time in the subject.

Year 7 and Year 8
• Use feedback to improve body control and coordination when 
performing specialised movement skills                                                                     

• Compose and perform movement sequences for specific purposes in 
a variety of contexts                                                                                              

• Practise and apply personal and social skills when undertaking a range 
of roles in physical activities                                                                               

• Modify rules and scoring systems to allow for fair play, safety and 
inclusive participation                                                                                              

• Participate in physical activities that develop health-related and skill-
related fitness components, and create and monitor personal fitness 
plans
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Arts
Students will study Visual Arts and Music each for one 
semester, in both Years 7 and 8. 

The Visual Arts experience at Bannockburn College aims to engage, 
develop and refine student skills. Allows them to work with a range of 
materials, learn about history, culture and the art industry. These visual 
arts skills are applied to independent and group projects promoting 
critical thinking, motivation, concentration, confidence, and teamwork. 

Learning Music is a meaningful and gratifying experience for students. 
Music Education enhances learning skills, communication skills, 
creativity, teamwork, discipline, cultural awareness, respect for others, 
and self-esteem through personal accomplishment.

Visual Arts 
Students will be exploring a different range of medium and media that 
will enhance their growing skills. They learn through skill building, 
planning and applying skills to multiple final artworks. A folio of work is 
to be kept and learning these skills is important for further studies. 
They will use ICT to help enhance and monitor their artwork through 
cropping, editing and printing. Clay, technical drawing, print making and 
painting are a few of the topics covered throughout these years and 
students will gain and understanding of contemporary and traditional 
art forms. They will be given the chance to explore their own ideas, 
ideals and interests which will prepare them for senior studies in the 
Arts.

Music
In Music, students learn practical performance skills on keyboard, 
guitar, drums in a group and solo setting. They rehearse together to 
develop a group piece and perform in front of a live audience. Students 
are assessed on their group performance, instrumental skills and 
knowledge of the elements of music. They learn to manipulate, express 
and share sound as listeners and performers. Students are also given 
the opportunity to learn an instrument through the Instrumental Music 
and College Band programs. Instruments available to learn include 
trumpet, trombone, flute, clarinet, saxophone, percussion. Private 
tuition is also available for students on guitar, piano and voice. 
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Technology
Students will study Materials Technology and Food 
Technology each for one semester, in both Years 7 and 8 
and explore various aspects of safety, material handling 
and sustainability.

Materials Technology 
Students are introduced to portable power tools and machinery such 
as the Pedestal Drill and Disc Sander. Their product requires them to 
learn some basic woodworking joints and design a portion of their 
work. Their Product Re-design Task requires each student to re-design 
a product of their choosing to make it more sustainable. An evaluation 
of the production work is completed as a final task for the semester. 
Topics of study include: the product design process, product design 
factors, and sustainability.    

Food Technology 
During this unit students learn about safety and hygiene and the 
correct handling and storage of foods. Students will prepare a range of 
dishes using a variety of cooking techniques, skills and equipment and 
focus on healthy meals that can be made at home. Students will use the 
Design Process with a focus on the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating 
to create their own Healthy Bowl. 
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College Information 
College Address: 139 Milton Street, 
   Bannockburn Vic 3331

Telephone:   (03) 5281 1755

E-mail:  bannockburn.p12@education.vic.gov.au

Website:  www.bannockburnp12.vic.edu.au

College Hours

College Day  9.00am-3.30pm

Office Hours  8.30am-4.30pm

Morning Recess 11.00am-11.30am

Lunchtime  1.10pm-1.50pm

It is important to note that there is no access to the College grounds 
until gates open at 8.40am each day. Staff supervision of students in 
the College grounds begins at 8.45am and after school until 3.45pm 
(along with all recesses).

College Facebook 
@BannockburnCollege

College Instagram 
@bannockburncollege

George Porter
Principal

Robyn 
Anderson
Assistant 
Principal

Nicola Ross
Assistant 
Principal

Compass App 
BannockburnCollege

mailto:bannockburn.p12%40education.vic.gov.au?subject=
http://www.bannockburnp12.vic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/BannockburnCollege/
https://www.instagram.com/bannockburncollege/
https://www.facebook.com/BannockburnCollege/
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